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WRITING SCHOOLMASTER; 
@& I. | | 
THE ANATOMY OF FAIR WRITING. 


Wherein is exaftly expreſſed each ſeverall charafter, together with the rules and 
| documents coincident to the art of fair and ſpeedy writing, 


Za7p,7; Ince the rules of the faculty of fair nity do not, noreyercan profit till they 
© P beputin praQtiſe,( for ſpecylation-herein dath little avail ) have thought good 
2 for the well employing of my talent ( whereof I am accountable) and the pro= 
2) Fe fit of others, which Iam in Chriſtian duty bound to further , ro publiſh my 
AP>=fIf, knowledge herein, aſwell for the inſtruRion and help of thoſe that by their 
AA L144 own endeaveurs without teachers , would attain ſome perfection in ſo be= 
; hovefvll and uſefull a qualitie; as alſo for the caſe of writing ſchool.mgſters, who of neceſlity 
y os muſt know them, if ipeedily and dexteriouſly they will Kara their ſcholars to write according 
to their common undertakings, | 4 
.. Fo ſuch ſchool-mafters then it ſhall be expedient , to will the ſcholar to writetwo or three 
words in his preſence, thereby to [ce the apr or el Senor of his hand, and how he bolds 


bis pen: wherein if he fail todo as might be wiſhed he more ſhall the teacher deſerye for teach- 
ing him : for it were better to reach ſome naturally, Mt to write , for foure ſhillings; chea ſome 
ethcrs of more yeares and diſcretion, for ten pounds 55M 
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holding of his pen,if need be; which is to place his thumbe on the fide of the pen nexthis breaſt 
higheſt of all: The fore-finger next, place uponthe top of the pen extended downyward,flat a lictle 
beneath the thumbe; and laſtly, the middle finger on thefurtheſt fide of the pen loweſt of all:The 
rwo fingers bemg ina manner extended to their utmoſt length, thegghumbe onely riſing in the 
Joynt, which if ic be bowed in(as ſometimes of ſome I haye ſeen it). impoſſibleit is, chat that hand 
ſhould wiite fair or faſt. The /ra/ian holds his pen between his fore-finger and thumbe fretched 
at length, which for that hand, written with light and cafie pulſe, is among them found to be the 
beſt holding. But with the French, Dwtch and us ( Engliſh) that write more ſolid and ſubſtantiall 
hands, it is utterly-amifle to hold the pen lo: for fo ſhould we never write fo ſteadily,fulland fair- 
1y, as we do the bodies of many of our letters, ( grear and ſmall ) requiring a good poizeof the 
pen to effe& their naturall fulneſle, without which, they would be liveleſle. In which reſpect, 
never ſaw I yet a woman that could write our Engliſh ſecretary hand lively, though the Row are 
or 1talien handſomly: becauſe they naturally lack ftrength in their hand to pertorm thoſe full 
ſtrokes, and (as it were) to bruiſe a letter as men can do. 
 Thenextcaremuſt be, after the holding of the pen, to ſee to the ſcholars holding of his' 
body, and how he ſhould fit to write: Namely , with his breaſt from the board or desk 
whereat he writes: to hold his head upright , to look ſtraight, his arm laid right forth on rhe 
paper: That is, his elbow to be even with the end of the midſt of the ſh:et of paper, which 
paper mult lie as neareto the midſt of his body, as the fixeight holding out of his arm will 
3ermit Its | 
Then totcach him to take up his ink ( with the hollow fide of his pen downward )ſparingly, 
and not too plentifully: for being too full, he ſhall neyer write cleag; the ink will run'our of 2 
pen ſo haftily and abundantly. | | 
When the Maſter hath thus done, he ſhalltake a ſmall pair of compaſſes of brafle or iron, 
"made ſo atthe ends,as they not cut the paper in ruling it ( for a young writers hand,whoſe pulſe 
.is not ſo nimble, needeth ar firſt the help of his inſtrument) and ruling a fide of paper with the - 
fame, the compaſſes being ſer of the depth of his writing, making a double line,” let the ſcholar 
or beginner make his letters berween thele to lines, to oe them eyen at head and foot; mow 
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| will hi zewiſe help t Pee Fer in hit demor or Arc ©, chola ir) his apr -ehenf: 0N? or this 
is moſt cafie to be underſtood of the learner , when the teacher ſhall ſay, Pur up ſuch aſtroke, 
ſlope or upright above the upper line : or ſomuch ſlope or downward beneath the lower line, to 


make ſuch or ſuch a letter: where if there were not the like times , hardly could bethe like de- 
 monſtration given. 


Then reach him to know the terms or words of art, which you uſe in teaching, To wit, your : 


flope or down-right Parrellell ftrokes,that is,{trokes equidiſtant: your Traverſe Rtrokes, that is,a 
croſle ſtroke,as the ſtroke through the t fk and g: your Wayed ſtroke, as that inthe Roywne:L, 
your Stem,as that in the length of the/ 5k, &'c. Your Bell, as the bolts in the top of the Romare 
or /taliax hands; your Thred,as the joyning ſmall ſtroke that unites words; your Equidiftances 
( which is the geometriall proportion of fair writing ) and: the like, ere you proceed to further 
inſtruQion, thathe may underſtand you, as you go,forward : elſe theſe and the like terms will 
perplex his underſtanding by the way, and fo hinder his proceeding. FART ie 
- Foure letters, and no more ſhould the maſter teach his ſcholar in a day, although the be ſuch 
a one as hath a moſt tractable hand ; ro the end to lay a more ſure fo ndation,and get the fir= 
mer habit in making them: Which foure letters let the: maſter make in' the: = his 
ſcholar, twice or thrice lciſurely, and piece after piece, ſhewitng him theeffe&t of :the! pen; and 
how and when to apply the fide or full mouth thereof'in the” forthing of thoſeetters. And if 
the ſcholar in his imitation miſle his direRion, then'to ſhew Hitzyhetoin , and in what joynt. 
or point he hath erred; and if yet he miſle in following+that;demonſtrarion, ler him often g0 
over the letters with a dry pen, the better to acquaint his hand with their ſhape and draught, 
which hath a powerfull operation to that purpoſe, ine ot 
The maſter may alſo with a Plummer of lead,or any other thing(made ſomewhatſharp at the 
\ - Point) faſhion our the letters, and cauſe the learner to o'over them. with his wet pen, untill he 
ſhall come to ſomefacility in making them truely. And this write I tor the benefic of the teacher, 
and every young learner. Howoeit I will not deny , butthat one may learn to write withour a 
maſter (as T my ſelf have done ) if he hath the copie exaRly writtea before him: for we ſee, 
| many who having imicated written copics of the belt , have attained by their owa diligear pra- 
Riſe and obſcryation to curious and exat hands, bur yetmuch inore ſpeedily and cxqpiely 
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. The pen muſt agreewith the paper: for paper royall, or per, Or any paper that hath 
xhard  rceofformin ({uch as commonly merchants ered of 6 of ) mult 
have a pen full hard and dryclſe it will beaptto fpirtle,and not endure the roughnes of the paper, 
- which likea whetſtorie will grinde bluntthe edge of the pen in a ſhort ſpace. - 

Rm write falt on fine paper, your pen ſhould beſomewhar ſmall, yervery dry, 
being > of the ſecond orthird inthe Yar 7 "vs | 

To young children whoſe hands are weak, givea ſmall pen made of a ſoft quill. Thenew pen 
that is madeto write moſt clean and curious(by reaſon of the ſubtilty of the knowledge to cut the 
letter moſt neat) is ſoon dulled and marred with the leaft hard or rough handling: for thar pen 
muſt be cheriſhed-with indulgent andlight uſing, in reſpect of the tenderneſie of the edge. 

; The hardpen naturally cauſeth the hand to runne with difficulty, and therefore moſt unfit for 
zfaſt hand : howbeithardlycan a ſet-hand be written clean and uniform,without an hard PENe 

Your body ſet, your paper pur, and your pen held as before is ſaid , you ſhall make your 
lettersaceording to the coppics in this book, joyning one letter with anorher with light and 
nimble pulſe, having a ſpeciall eyerothe laft ſyllable-which you haye made, to the end tomatch 
it inevenneſſe, fulneſle, orleannefſe, and fo to unite ſyllable after ſyllable, and word after word, 
with ſuch conformity as may bemoſt gracefull tothe eye; having alwayes great regard to the 
laft letters both of ſyllables and words , that ſo they which are to follow may be uniform, 
which will tnke the hand fhew fair, though the letters be not ſo exaRtiy made, as might ( per- 
adventure ) be wiſhed, _ 

Now the ſpace between each letter hall be according to the matter that is to be written: 
for in-a petition or any other thing of that nature you ſhall write ſmall, and (ct your letters as 
cloſe together as poſſible you can, rheteby to include much matter in few lines.. But in an 
Evidence or Indenture you ſhall write full, ard ſet the letters much more wide one from an- 
other, becauſe it beſtbecomes 2 deed of continuance, and a witnefle of contracts to poſteritie. 

- In wide lines,the writing doth ſooneft diſcover the goodnefle or badnefle of it ſelf, And in ſuch 
lines, kismoſtgracefulltomeke long Renumes andtayles to your letters, ſo as they touch nor io 
jr. e 
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Fe Oter: for that not onely ſhevs the freeneſſe of the hand, b 
ſpace between the lines, which elſe would ſeem too naked... a0 1575 BoA whogt 
Moreover, as it is no great furtherance to them that do-but as yer learn to write, to-write Dis: 
Rates or Tranſcripts of pleadings with a diſorderly faftnefle: ſo ro-himehar hath gorten anhabic 
of afaft hand already, it reſignes'it more and more, making it thereby the more bold, ready and 
ſpiritly, for oftencumes we may ſee fall from the hand of ſuch a faſt writer, 'paſſing gracefull and 
ſpiritly letters, fith they are made with a light, nimble, and ready pulſe. The contrary whereof is 
ever leento db thoſe-Kachers and ſcholars, rhat write flowſct hands, who 
ufing to write leifurely and heavily,do,when they ſhould write with CITES their hands 
ſo unruly, wilde and unſtayed, that they arenot attheir own command, running into many uns 
certainties and incongruities z nay , ſcarce make one ſpiritly word or letter : 1o aprare theyto 
writea Clark-like faſt hand ( rehich is the queen of hands in reſpedt of generall uſe} who alwaies 
ace plodding in ſetting bur two or three line coppies of the flow ſet hand, as they to ther coft 
aud lofſe of time do prove, who learn of them, for very hardly can two vontraries be made to 
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hold any correſpondence, to wit, lightnefle of hand required infaſt writing, and heavinefſe of _ 


hand incident to the ſet and flow. | 
But what go I about utcerly to take away the ſet flow hand, as if therewerenoule of it at all? 
Farre be it from me, fortoo well T know how gracefull and expcdient it is, in Ingrokments of all 
+ Kindes fo todo; howbeit, this withall T averre,That the form of the ſet Secretary lerter ciow'in ufe 
m England, might be made much more apt for faltnes, yer altogether as fair: for as wenow'make 
our ſer Secretary letters in their ſeyerall parts and pieces , impoſſible isir, tharthey thould ranne 
ſpeedily abour the buſineſle in handg which made me not onely to abreviare, bur alfo co borrow 
of rhe Romane, and deviſe many letrers apt toflide away and look well; which Tobtraded into 
our Secretary fand. Bur now time, truth, and experience, convincing their underftantlings , all 
Secretaries, Clarks of the Councel, and others finding by proof how gracefilll they arc,/and rea- 
dy for ufg, and liaking with other letters, they wholly embrace and uſe them altogerherin their 
writings, Yet was I by many (nay by all-) writing School-mafters (igfiorant of my-reafons and 
reach herein, and who thought it a kinde of ſacriledge,to violare onr old form of letter and wri- 
ting ) much blamed for my labour,as proudly affe&ing novelty and fingularity potknowing that 
| A3 Une, 


_ exerciſe which ſhakes my hand; this ink: 
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gy Law not.minE own man, I haye been at ſome violent 
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over withoue writing a word :' or if they be preſſed to write, then write they firſt three or foure 
words and fo giye a Faſh with the pen;ſhewing thereby rather a proffer to do,then any boldneſle 
or perfeQton in doing: fo that indeed they are altogether to {cek, when of great Perſonages the 
ſhould be found to anfwerexpetations, or the ſame that many times their gaudy Tables cinch 
the ignorant to ſpread of them, | | 

Itis true indeed, thatthe Set-hand may be retained with the faſt-hand,though they require ſe- 
verall pulſes to write them,aſwell as the Text-hands,& rhe ſer Secretary. And the light rokes in 
the Iralick, and the greatblotted Rtrokes, which require ſome frength and poiſe of hand, but yer 
with difficulty and much uſe. And it is as true, that ſome hands arc naturally apt for the Ser, and 
ſome fox the falt-hand; andif thoſe that are apt tothe faſt-hand learn a Set-hand of a Snook: 


| 


—_ 


ter that onely is fit for, and altopether uſcth the ſlow Ser-Hand, rheſcholar wi 
hand alſo faſter then his matter, with half aquarrer of his maſters uſe, ” | 
There are many Tmpoſters that ( aſwell in London as in other goodcities and towns of En« 
gland ) undertake to teach perfectly in two and twenty houres, of a moneth at moſt, themſelves 
(poore ſouls mean while ) not able to judge of, much lefle perfortn perfe@ writing, Can they 
that haye worn out twenty , thirty, or forty yeares (perhaps) toreach the ground of perfe& 
writing, and yet come farre too ſhort (with line and plummet-) of what they reach after, teach 
a childe unpraRtiſed andunap: (peradyenture) to gage {uch depth in a moneth at moſt? Alas, | 
who ſeeth.not how fraudfull theſe menare, and injurious as well to other (more honeft and ſaf-- 
ficient ) reachers, as to the common-wealth, whereof they would be held more neceſſary mem- 
bers: _— I ſpeak it without yaunt, I think there is no Engliſhman that hathtaken more 
pains to finde out the ready way to attain this knowledge, oris ableto render a better account 
for his profit therein , or ( which is more ) can teach the learner more eafie and ready waics, 
and means to attain this end, then niy; felt ; for befides a naturall propenſity to this quality, 
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bd 


(wherewith I was alwayes endowed )] haye added much time and diligence to touch the ground 
of fair writing, having all the beſt writers, and moſtexquifite maſter piece ( as it were) of-rhig 
age and of all nations, tofurther my deſires and mother-wit (Ithank God for it ) not reſiſting 
me therein;yet will I not undertake ( hand over head as they do) toteach perfectly in that time 
tribled. I will ſay ( as the trurh is) I can teach an indifferent capacity, to know all the rules of 
writing in two or three dayes, and make him able ro'make aſlow and unready uſe of them for 
three or foure lines, but to make any, though of never ſo good apprehenſion and aptnefſe,to wrire 
boldly as if he had attained a perfe& good habit,that will Inot,unles I were willing(as too may 
are ) to deceive the world, diſcredit my ſelf,and fruſtrare thelcarner of his expectation, A ſmoot 
pretence fortified wich ſtrong proteions ( though contrary to probability ) doth many times 
convince i..c judgement of the ignorant, and make them giye largely to receiye little or nothing: 
for how do ſuch diſcredit the cunning and well rongued figure flinger, that in caſe of loſle, they 
are ſuperinduced to give for meer roving.conjeQtures much, to make their loſle greater; gaining 
*,. thereby noughtbutderifion of rhe truly wiſe ,for their overmuch credulity ofthe cunningly diſ- 
honeſt; andit ſo of others,then why not ſo in this? We axe all apt to beleeve what ſortswittt our 
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- defites, and arecaſily canghrio ſnares pliamt to our wills : this makes fo many buy repentance fe 
deare, ſo as the ſhew for which they pay, anſwers not the ccnth part ( many times ) of the ſub= 
| Rancewhichthey expects! of | 
 . Writing1ndeed of all ocher manuall qualities is the moſt difficult, neceſlary,and excellent: for 
inthe art of Limming, Painting, Clocking, Graving and the like; if they mifle of thoſe wheels, 
ranghts; limmes and firokes, which they defire to make that are profeſlors of them, they ma 
' mendrhem again with aſecond corretionere they finally do them; but exquiſite writing is "4 
- peremprofy.gthat if at firſt it be miſt, it is not to be amended : therefore the hand had need to be 
ſtayed, that muſt runae with ſuch aflurance at once without error or turther correRion. In which 
et, there are fewer in an age that attain to exaRt writing, then in any other quality wharſo- 
eyer performed with the hand: ſo that if ſuch as have gotten ſome good perfection therein, will 
be diſhoneſt, they may egwegiouſly abule the world, that in this myſterie is ignorant, and make 
mendearly pay for, Hadi wiſh, 

And this Lthovghtfit to-write, to learn thoſe that are yet to learn, that they be not taught wit 
at trop deare arate in ftead of writing(as perhaps they may think )at a low price.Give learning to 
a wicked will, it is armed yillany, and give a handſome ſhe of skill to a wicked heart,it will de- 
cciye you with facility. | | | 

Look butupon the tables and ſhews of our Writers in London as ye paſle (if you can paſſe 
for ſuch ſhews )and you ſhall fee the meaneſt will profefile there to teach with as much expedition 
and perfection, as any whatſoever, without exception; when as yet(good men!) they are more to 

ſeek in thematter of exaQt writing, then very many ſcholars of two moneths praiſe ; which 
| is a wonderfull impudency, and fraudulent cuſtome to catch rhe ignorant, urrerly diſcrediting the 
profeſſion of the pen in this kinde: which made me weary of it, and to icck other means (lefle ex= 
cepted againſt.) to ſuſtain me as a free-man. 

. It istruethat all men cannot beexcellentin their profeſſion; for, God hath, and tf1l doth diſ- 
diverſly of his gifts co ſome more to ſome leſle.as it pleaſerh his divine goodnes. Nor ſhould 

| to whom he hath given with diſplaied hand, ſcorn thoſe to whom he hath been lefle boun- 
 tiflll, for that were toabuſe both Giyer and gift : but rather to ſupply the others defeR with their: 
abundance,aschatity wills and good nature xequires;but few ſhall a man light upon,that had not 
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Yes: her now almoſt (cuſtome hath m eirlo common, and one learns of another) but is 
impudent enough to make the ignorant beleeyEthat they dare write, with whom not * and dare 
cotitend (mightit coſt them but ſhame onely Jwith whom they .care not: the weight of che wager 
(i ich againſt their wills )ſuppreſſcth their colifending cauſeleſſe | viap'ss thatthey wore fea the 
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r money then their reputation; the reaſon's ar hand, they haye no.teputation to loſe. 
 BurLhaye blotted roo much paper with clearifig the practiſe of men,tooffull of blots, yet not all- 
tobether purpoſcles, fich ſome may beware of thetn by this rhy deciphering thern;ſo do TI thereby 
guard rhe innoceat , and defear the deceitfulf, which T rifnk is no ilf office, how ere they ill 
"Now to return to matter of inftruftion : The falſe ruls (to thoſe that carinor write withour it 
ſtraight and ſteadily ) ſeryeth in like ſtead as a bridl& doth ts colts, wherewiththcir breakers uſe 
to bring them to a fure and comely pace, till they have ſo well Icarncd to, po without tripping or 
cimging aſide ,as neyer to forget the perfeRneſſe of their pace again ; for'in a round paced ſe- 
Ererary hand, it were too great a ſervitude robe bound alwayesto the ruledor falſe lines howbeir 
I muſt confefſe(as teaſon perfwades) that inthe fer ſlow hand (whererhe heauty and perfeQion, 
-notthie time and helpes wherewith it is written, is reſpeQed)it is neceflary ro uſe the ruled line;for 
thoſe that write Wchour have two cares upon chem,namiely;to make pereQ letrers well Joynted, 
and to write ftraight; but alſo the others care that write by the help of a ruled line, is to take EX 
a&lerrers well joyned , he is ſure to write Riraight. Bur the round ſhallowfacile ſecretary hand 
hath with irthe gallanteſt grace,and may be written without line, with moſtbravery, being (as T - 
aid) the very empereſle ofAl hands for univerſality of uſe, ahd quicknefſe &f diſpatch : yetmuſt 
I likewiſe fay (according totruth) that that hayd fits not Engroſments, ſuch as we uſe in England, 
which are commonly done in a full deep and wide looſe hand, berween a faft and a ferhand,com- 
monly called an engroſſing hand. The like is uſed in the Prerogative Court-office for regiſtring of 
wils, as alſo in the Kings chief Auditors office,in their Audit-books: theſe few caſes. and places 
tone excepred,the ſer {low ſecretary hand is of ſmall uſe, nor is it altogethertrue that ſore who 
catiiot write the faſt hand do affirme faying That a faſt hand comes neceſlarily 4 ba 
eas rouge bes ho btn ren Pong ene ey 
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alles hand therefor: fiy forrain Cf Charadter)T chief} FARE 9 [ referre if biree 
before out Er UN rao 0 "by here in reſpec of the pos jtie of Peper alav6 

ies is jo uſe of, ousfecretary hand, more then that” Francs ard HollakdFt is 

le#fh efith as we have: vicinity Jo it hath affinitic with the Bene AHa Dutch hands:Biir 

here in the Chriſtian mold is in frequentule,a and alt cutt:ſerters of Stite to for- 

written in that find, at] *Ahneare as uf Engliſh ſecteraries 

Weng the Charaer that (hi ewes moſt ldveſlc, freentffe;and 
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at command, Wd © y Cotamand with facility all other 


*PFhibre is no kin lome "y ours as haye any more hands inordinary' wiſe? astheir natural hand, 
x one, orat le aft by that one all 1 may. hiecy be: be known, as well there | as elſewhere in Chriſten- 
hath Vile boreal many hands as courts of; record, and dich To ftrange ad dif- 

Few af our own people kioworcan reade them, infonfich that a greacFarle 

cede Ired 1 me to write him an Aſjphaber ofthe Court hand, thatfo he might There 

open the loc of that hand whercin many of his evidences: were written,to read 
c caſe; Fre rag they were ry Hierog| ke He tohim, as, indeed thi Aeto 
| Kr. $ hojagh T. þ more to eli rn ho theſe 
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nch, wh, atch,and unaler us cox EE yet thok 

pom n Hare and but by their ricſtimony I; write Apo: 
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vf the ſaid national] hands, no nor ſo much as ſuffer them ta came in their preſence, for rao rbach 


diſpracing the more beautifull hand of mine own country: for among them (the Pipecoffice 
foci i”) they would look like bearesnotyetlickt inco faſhion-, among deere! AY 
greateſt beauty But 25 it pleaſeth the kingdome forrcalon of ſtate,or ſome othicr belt known tothe 
chief goyernours thereofto continue the common law of the land,in that tongue whichthe Nos. 
man conquerourimpoſed on it and chem diftin& from the mother tongue of theNation +: Sov 
they alſo permit and maintam,(well neare ) all the ſcycrall grand-offices belonging otheſthiws, : 
to uſe yariety of hands : wherewithnot onely the Commons and unleamed people, biccho8b£ E: 
the learned(as I ſaid) of that nation,are altogether unacquainted. But theſe things being abowerhe | 
(chough T am maſter of the faculcieof writing, being my Proper clement) belavg not to me; tes 
mine office in the common-wealth,to ſhew how an 4 or# ſhould þemade , bur being made pro- 
perly, how to employ them as propertly it is befides my profeſſion, the judgementotthe texpior 
muſt dire him in that, | ; THUGOTE SPSS REOTIIE DM 

In this work are divers coppies of diſtin forms of charaRters, yet al of themnow copimon- 
ly uſed here at this day:for ſuch as will learn to write neatly andexpeditely without a maſter, 1 
would adyiſc them to pradtiſe the letters (fac ſmile ) nine os ten dayestogethiy, andoften tow: 
over them with adry pen, to acquainttheir hand with thois opt,and albeivitieem;( perhaps) 
ſomewhat tedious to them to go over them ſo, yet the profit which they ſhall;ſson findein 
praQtiſe, will exceed their od 104: for by an unperceptable facilitic and promptitude alſo thefeirers 
will be at their command to make at their pleaſure: afterwards they may' joyn them together, 
> <oagng the Coppics of joyned hands which they beſt fancy, oras ſhall be moſt uſi = for 
EnemMe  - | * vp '4 +2 | SleT53:5 350 hoe 315 02261 

* Togive mare particular precepts, (as by dead words pritited to:give dire&ienswithgur the 
lively Sk of : ath,ar __ ck ndentaldnein tne dtdoloyrerh fk to 
| very ſonal ox no purpoſe;for no words.can be ſoplgin, but they will perpleg theunderfiandine 

unfolding the intricacie of ſome letters to the learner unacquainted withthe m | 


ty: Beſides, I ſhould ſo ( perhaps) ſcem to offer much projutticeto PU. 
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onely live by teaching to write,and ſo incurre their mortal m which 
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+ ether direQion or demonſtration then this before expreſled, as may copiouſly appeare by many 


. mult be of one depth. 
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zod, yet I would decline 1tas muchas T could, at leattnot givethem fo juft cauiC of ha. 
beir could my precepts in print, anddemonſtrations thereto adjoyned cffe&a more 
in the common-wealth, then the hate of theſe particular men could do me hurt; T 


oo do the firſt, and endure the latter. But intruth ic is not worth the while to give 


would willingly 


coppy-books {et forth by ſtrangers, with (as they thought )molt eafie precepts, and demonſtra- 
ions in prine,to inftruR rhe learner piece by piece: when for all that, daily experience tells the 
learners by them, the demonſtrations ſeem ſo intricate (though never ſo plainly expreſſed with 
theirhelp of printed unreſpiring words) that little or no uſe can the unexpert make of them, fith 
they very hardly (if at all) conceive them: as for the expert, they nothing. need them and for 
the reaſonably practiſed, they can imitare without them: yettake theſe generall rules with you, 
which may both help ſome teachers, and all learners, and may becafily conceived, and born in 
memory,vize | 
All lettersthat haye any compaſles,and contain any whites within them(as,s deg o 5 &c. Jor, 
(ab dg qo, &c. mult be of one bigneſic, and ſo of otherhands whatſoever, | 
All that have any ſtems or heads aboye the upper line before ſpoken of, (as 6b k7f /f 
8cz) or (6 þ fk 1 &c.) muſt be of one height, pag 
All letters that have any tailes ſtraight or reyerſed beneath the lines, (as g Þ fy orfp 9/7 &c.)} 


The letters muſt not be too fat or too lean (that is too full or too lender ) for their depth; for 
the ficſt makesthem look like dwarfs,all belly;and the laſt like long leane ſtaryclings, without fleſh - 


Or DENY. | ; | | | | 
6 breadth of the maſter-troke of the minnum in the ſet ſecretary hand ſhould be his 
depth: and.ſo of the text hands, baſtard or ſer,as alſo of the court-hand, — &c. | 
P 00>, mpnen a2 4 hand; likewiſe the black or maſter-ſrokes of theſe letters, 6 fhþk/ _ 


| Cm ewice as full as the maſter-ſtroke of the minnum.The ſame isto be obſerved alſoin 
court-hand,. 4 OP | 


| \ The leners muſt be keptcyea at foot and at head, and and equidifiant, a ſmall o's pace being 
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make this hand inchant the eye ofthe beholdes 
with exceeding delight: for (zolens volens ) it will dote onthe ſeldom. ſeen beauty thereof, | 
Now there is not the verieſt bungler an in the pen in this kinde,but will ay(Iam fue, 
or elſethey have loſt their old audacity and much taking upon them ) that they knewall theſe 
rules before,whea I dare lay my little worth to nothing, if they durft be ſworn for the decifion 
ofthe truth, and would truely {weare,thatno one of this ki knew them all, butwhom t 
have inſtruftedzand howſoeyer they may(perhaps)lnuffear thistruth(fortruth gets hatred her old 
ſor) yer their conſciencesare witneſles it isno lie I affirm. But now they haveit, and much good 
way do them with it,for they can makebetter uſe of it,then every learner: which they cannot dd 
neither without learning, to better ſome of their teaching, The corruptnature of man is ſoinſo< 


lent, thatwe are aſhamed to confeſlſe our ignorance,though it be as palpable as Epypriendarknes: 
and ſo we can handle the matter onely to ſeem, welittle or nothin ar car cos » when 
= | 

diſcalcy and 


(were we as we ſhould)we ſhould afterhe clean contrary: forto 

own ignorance, is a fair teſtimony of wiſedome and indowment, 

; yin tags hel yr od all din rt —_— * cher mentall diſeaſe __ 
end ust nekllys prince of phi $(the wileſt of men by Gods teſtimony i 
after all this reftlefle ſearch after Cds be frat knew his net knew 

| Nowit remaineth thar 1 intreat all that ſhall profit by this my pains, to give thanks to God 
to whom alone they belong,for Iam but as the penn his hand, who performed all that which is 
good herein. The evill(if any be Jis mine own,for which retum me(onGods Name )the ſhameir 
deſerves: yet in thy charity (who ecrethou artthat ſhalt make ule of this book Jpray to God for 


me (as I will for thee )to amend my miſles, that we may(without faule ingday mect 
hat knowledge love nnd imbrace each 


where we ſhall know all things withqut error, andint 
other, eAmen, | | 
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